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MINISTERIAL CODE OF CONDUCT — CABINET CONFIDENTIALITY 

786. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to reports this morning that ministers have leaked to the media about — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, you are not helping your leader. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer to reports this morning that ministers have leaked to the media about cabinet 
discussions after Monday’s cabinet meeting. 

(1) Will the Premier’s changes to the Ministerial Code of Code include the issue of leaks from cabinet? 

(2) Will there be an inquiry into this week’s leaks from cabinet? 

(3) Will the Premier now release the new code of conduct? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) There was a media report this morning about events in cabinet. Cabinet is confidential. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If I am allowed to conclude the sentence, I will confirm that the issue under discussion 
was the Ministerial Code of Conduct and that, indeed, I made a commitment last year that we would review the 
Ministerial Code of Conduct. That work has been ongoing, and the Ministerial Code of Conduct has been 
amended to be more similar to the commonwealth government’s code. Members would expect that. There was 
a discussion in cabinet, and I never intended that it would be approved by cabinet this week; we will take some 
time to look at it. Once it is completed, I will put that in place and I will table it in the Parliament. 

There are some issues. All members of Parliament have their — 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The declaration that we all make to the Parliament is as it is and it is a public document for 
people to see. I do not think anyone sees anything particularly difficult with that. The level of disclosure to 
cabinet, to the cabinet secretary, is not a public document; it is confidential and it requires in its current draft 
form an enormous level of disclosure of personal, financial and other matters not only to the member of 
Parliament—to their spouse and to their children and even perhaps beyond that. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: What’s your problem with that? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Listen and I will answer it! There was a brief discussion about that and there will be 
a further discussion about it. I happen to think some of the requirements are too invasive into people’s 
personal — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is my view. I think they are. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: For example, to require not only details of deposits in, say, banks, but also the amounts of 
deposits and the like, I think goes beyond what the objective of the ministerial code is. The objective of the 
ministerial code is for ministers — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, they are not interested in the answer. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. We have been going for 
25 minutes and we are now on only the third question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The purpose of the ministerial code is different from the declaration to Parliament. The 
ministerial code — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The purpose of the ministerial code is not one of public disclosure as the declaration to 
Parliament is. The purpose of the ministerial code, which is a far, far higher level of reporting, is so the cabinet 
secretary or the minister themselves, and particularly the Premier of the day, can determine whether there is 
a conflict or potential conflict of interest and the like. That is its purpose. It is not a public document. It is to 
ensure that every decision of cabinet has full integrity. Members should understand the difference. That is the 
difference. In that sense, we would want to know whether a minister had a shareholding in a company and 
whether it was a large-value shareholding, but do we need to know the exact dollar amount? No, not in my 
opinion. We are still working on that so it does its job to identify conflicts or potential conflicts. That is its job 
and if members opposite cannot grasp that, they need to do a refresher course on Parliament. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 
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